
Politics 

  

Federico Pena – City and County of Denver Mayor from 1983 to 1991. Held Presidential Cabinet 
Positions in Transportation and Energy during the Clinton Administration. Advocated large civic projects, 
like Denver International Airport and the Denver Convention Center, to boost local economy. 

John Evans – John Evans was the second governor of the Colorado Territory from 1862-1865.  

Robert Speer - City and County of Denver Mayor from 1904 - 1912 and 1916 - 1918. Speer had an 
ambitious vision of Denver's civic and environmental resources. Through his influence, the Denver 
Mountain Parks System was developed, Civic Center Park was created, parks were added, trees lined 
the streets, and the history and arts were funded. 

Chief Ouray – At age seventeen Ouray, "The Arrow", became Chief of the Uncompahgre Tribe of the Ute 
Nation, a nation that desperately needed a diplomatic leader. The multi-lingual Chief Ouray visited with 
President Grant, and in 1868 signed over the tribes' ancestral claims to the San Luis Valley in order to 
preserve further encroachment onto Indian lands in the San Juans. This uneasy peace was broken by 
miners who began blasting the mineral rich San Juan Mountains, or as Chief Ouray called them the 
"Shining Mountains." Chief Ouray believed that the Utes had no choice but to surrender these lands, but 
many tribes within the Ute Nation chose instead to fight. The infamous Meeker Massacre in Rio Blanco 
County was the result of the animosity that developed between the Utes and the encroaching white 
settlers. Ultimately, the United States forced the Native Americans onto new reservations. President 
Hayes never lost his respect for Chief Ouray, describing him in 1880 as the "most intelligent man I've ever 
conversed with." In a time of change, strife, and challenge Chief Ouray was honored by both Ute and 
non-Indian people. 

Casimo Barela – Known as a highly respected legislator whose career in the State Senate spanned 25 
continuous years. Casimo Barela also was a member of Colorado’s Constitutional Convention of 1875. 
Elected from Las Animas County, Barela was instrumental in ensuring the bi-lingual printing of Colorado 
laws. 

Benjamin Lindsey - Pioneer of the Juvenile Court System, and child welfare advocate. Lindsey served 
as a Denver Judge from 1900 to 1927 promoting controversial views like juvenile rehabilitation, trial 
marriage, and sex education. He was almost disbarred during the 1920's by the Ku Klux Klan political 
machine when he spoke against their organization. 

Wayne Aspinall – Colorado Congressional Representative for 24 years, and acted as Chairman of the 
Interior and Insular Affairs Committee for 14 years. Aspinall was a power broker representing Colorado 
and the West’s use of public lands, water rights, and mineral resources. His most important single piece 
of legislation was the Colorado River Storage Project Act which provided many of the reservoir and dam 
projects after World War II. 

 


